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Black Sea Youth Forum Summit was organized in Istanbul, Turkey from 2-5 November, 2009 by the sponsorship of German Marshall Fund of the United States. 

The goal of the Summit is to create a platform to discuss political developments in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, and Ukraine, to bring scholars, NGO activists, media representatives and students from these countries together and discuss developments that were undertaken in the last decade, to strengthen collaboration possibilities and to provide creative solutions to various conflicts in Black Sea region.

Therefore, 15 representatives from academic and civil spheres of above mentioned countries were selected through essay competition as well as opinion leaders, experts, NGO and government representatives, Black Sea Economic Cooperation(BSEC) authorities, country delegations, media and academia were invited to participate to the Summit.
During November 2-3, the selected essays which were focused on the following thematic fields: 

· The effect on the youth of transition from the Soviet era;

· Europeanization of politics in respective states. /What has it meant for the youth/;

· Democratization experiences and obstacles, in respective states; 

· NGOs and their activities towards creating open societies;

were presented and discussions on each topic in a facilitated workshop were made.

Finally the Declaration, which was prepared during the workshop, were announced and adopted. 

The Effect on the Youth of Transition from the Soviet Era

Essay 

(abstract)

The great deal of changes has taken place in post soviet societies. New independent countries or new developing democracies are weak and the basic challenge for them is to survive for the first period of independence. The irrational-emotional patriotic manifestations of above mentioned countries’ society predictably started to make a way for the rational decisions and developments in this context. This transition from soviet area followed and guided by the diversity of transformations. Transformations in particular and transition in general are the most sensible processes for post soviet societies as well as for youth as a most active and dynamic social substructure. In the frame of these changes the social system of post soviet countries took the direction from ‘start point’ to ‘destination point’.  

The changes in transition period are developing in a quicker and intensive way than it is in non-transition period. During this period the harmony between biological and socio-cultural alternation of generations is intervened because socio-cultural component starts to function sometimes chaotically and sometimes intensively. 

One of the essential phenomenons in this process is the phenomenon of ‘alienation’. There are many interrelated correlation between types of alienation in different steps of transition. Alienation manifested itself as a phenomenon with bilateral-axiological nature (positive and/or negative) and demonstrates itself in progressive and regressive, constructive and destructive ways of social developments. So the quality of social developments is strongly correlated with the type of Youth involvement in transition process.  

Gevorg Abrahamyan 

/Erasmus Mundus Lot5 PhD Student/
BLACK SEA YOUTH FORUM SUMMIT DECLARATION

Adopted and proclaimed on November 5th, 2008

At the Black Sea Youth Forum Summit

Istanbul, Turkey

Preamble

We, representatives of the civil societies of the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Republic of Turkey, and Ukraine assembled in Istanbul for the purpose of strengthening cooperation among the civil societies of the aforementioned countries,

Being committed to the inalienable values of democratic governance, rule of law, pluralism, and the protection and promotion of human rights as defined in the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Acknowledging that cooperation, solidarity, mutual responsibility and understanding are the cornerstones for ensuring democracy, peace and prosperity, 

Being determined to contribute our utmost to the sustainable development and successful integration of the Black Sea Basin countries,

Being deeply disturbed by recent developments in the Black Sea Basin,

Hereby declare that

We, the signatories, are highly concerned about
Our countries’ inability to resolve inter- and intra-state conflicts within the region;

Bad governance, bureaucratic corruption and unproductive power politics which hinder the region’s social, economic and political progress;

Economic and social challenges such as high unemployment, slow economic growth, illegal immigration and persistent poverty;

Ineffective and unprogressive education practices which perpetuate prejudices against and hatred towards neighbouring states and their populations;

The non-observance and violation of human rights principles that is responsible for the low levels of social welfare, health, education and human development;

The ill-defined relations with European bodies and structures, which hamper democratic transition;

Ineffective targeting and distribution of foreign aid which in some cases exacerbates rather than improves the situation. 

In light of the abovementioned realities we hereby declare Our commitment to the process of Europeanization, which is not aimed at substituting individual countries’ national identities with a European identity, 

but instead targets the acceptance and genuine rather than merely declaratory internalization of democratic values, rule of law and human rights, irrespective of cultural, religious, ethnic or other differences.

We hereby propose

That a greater emphasis be placed on applying Track II, public diplomacy for the region instead of relying on military or other hard power solutions;

To broaden conflict resolution efforts to include grassroots initiatives and foster NGO networks as one of the basic elements of regional stability and post-conflict reconciliation;

To increase the support of individual governments and international organizations – material, legal and otherwise - for non-governmental actors to more effectively involve them in social, economic and cultural cooperation and dialogue between regional actors; 

That greater importance be attached to establishing and abiding by free trade agreements among Black Sea region countries;

To intensify educational initiatives and reforms through, for example, youth exchange, Erasmus, Erasmus Mundus and other study-abroad programs;

To establish a Black Sea Educational Council, open study centres and introduce common academic curricula focusing on the Black Sea region in order to harmonize educational policies in our countries that would facilitate the building-up of a shared regional consciousness.
